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Ultimately, we hope readers will consider the argument that the damage caused by 
white-collar crimes outweighs the damage inflicted by all traditional street crimes 
combined in terms of property, violence, and destruction of the fabric of society. We 
will now examine several notable forms of white-collar crime. Although there are 
hundreds of varieties of corporate offending, due to space limitations, we concentrate 
here on what we consider to be the most influential and/or fastest-growing types of 
white-collar crime: violations against the environment, labor violations, and organized 
crime (i.e., racketeering).

Types of White-Collar Crime

Crimes Against the Environment
Although forms of pollution have existed throughout human civilization, the real turn 
for the worst for the environment was the Industrial Revolution (mid-1700s to mid-
1800s), which is generally considered by historians to be one of the most important 
periods in the world’s history (and our nation’s in particular) in terms of progress. After 
all, that period resulted in a dramatic shift from rural-based economies to industrial-
based economies.

In the preindustrial period, the farmers were dependent on the land, so for the most part, 
they treated it well. Once the Industrial Revolution hit, there were countless numbers of 
factories and plants that had no concern for the environment, and this resulted in unprec-
edented dumping of deadly chemicals and waste products into bodies of water, toxins 
being released from endless streams of smoke coming out of factory chimneys, and mas-
sive destruction of majestic forests and natural resources. However, there was virtually 
no understanding of the damage being done, and pollution was not acknowledged as a 
concept, let alone a problem.

In the 20th century, it became obvious that 
much damage had been done, and efforts 
have since been made to repair and restrict 
harm to the environment. Many laws and 
regulations were passed, and entire federal, 
state, and local agencies were created, such 
as the most prominent federal agency, the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA; 
see http://www.epa.gov/). The EPA is not 
a Cabinet agency, but the administrator 
(appointed by the president) is normally 
given Cabinet rank, so he or she certainly 
has almost daily contact with the president 
of the United States.

The EPA, started in 1970, is charged with 
protecting human health and safeguarding 
the natural environment, which is quite a 
burden.65 For instance, the United States con-
tains 30,000 waste sites along with more 
than 10 billion pounds of toxic chemicals 
that pose a significant threat of pollution.66 
Furthermore, the EPA estimates that there 
are about 60,000 deaths—mostly among the 
elderly and young children—each year in 

1. According to the text, studies show that what percentage of the
largest 25 corporations in the Fortune 500 were convicted of a
violation between 1977 and 1990?

a. 20%

b. 40%

c. 60%

d. 80%

e. 100%

2. According to the text, white-collar/corporate crimes cost U.S.
society far more each year in terms of injuries/deaths than all
street crimes combined. True or false?

Answers located at www.edge.sagepub.com/schram2e

LEARNING CHECK 14.2

Environmental 
Protection Agency: 
started in 1970, charged 
with protecting human 
health and safeguarding 
the natural environment.


